
Year 5 Geography  : Water and How We Use it (tbc) Term: Spring  

Locational Knowledge  
 

 Water (a natural resource) is collected, treated, distributed and then sold 

to us by companies like Southern Water 

 Southern Water treats 563 million litres of water each day to supply 

drinking water to every household in South East England 

 Worthing collects drinking water from aquifers that hold groundwater, 

and surface water from reservoirs, lakes and rivers 
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1. Evaporation 

The sun heats all open wa-

ter and turns it into water 

vapour. The water vapour 

rises into the air. 

2. Condensation 

As the water vapour rises, it gradually cools and 

collects together to form tiny droplets of water 

through a process called condensation. 

3. Clouds 

Billions of these tiny water 

droplets crowd together, which 

creates clouds. 

4. Precipitation 

When the billions of tiny droplets be-

come too heavy, they fall onto the 

ground as rain. 

5. Rivers 

When rain hits the ground, it 

flows into rivers, streams and 

stores itself underground in 

rock, also known as an 

‘aquifer’. River water isn’t safe 

for humans to drink yet. 

6. Water treatment works 

The water that is sent to our 

taps is taken from rivers 

(surface water) and under-

ground stores (groundwater). It 

is then put through a treatment 

process to clean it up  

7. Water distribution  

A utility company then pumps the clean 

water into a network of pipes or storage 

tanks. Then it is ready to use. 

8. Water use 

Once you have used the water for various things, it turns into ‘wastewater’,  

which the utility company collects, transports, treats and returns safely 

back to the environment. 

9. Treating sewage 

The sewage goes into 

a network of sewer pipes, 

which take it to a sewage 

treatment works where it is 

treated so that it can be 

put safely back into rivers. 

10. Completing the 

cycle 

The river continues its 

journey back to the sea 

where the cycle starts 
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Human and Physical  
 

 Climate change has produced drier climates and 

droughts around the world leading to shortages of 

water  

 We can introduce daily routines to save water and 

be more sustainable  


